
43RD BORDER MUSIC CAMP
SUNDAY 2 JULY – SATURDAY 8 JULY 2017

www.bordermusiccamp.org.au

Instruments catered for
We cannot cater for students of non-band/orchestral instruments (e.g. 
recorder, piano, guitar) but we invite students of such instruments to 
audition for percussion. Percussion students must be at least Grade 3 
AMEB in their regular instrument (e.g. recorder, piano, guitar).

The Camp may set a maximum number of places for very popular 
instruments: if necessary, admission of these instruments will be in 
order of application.

Acceptance to Camp
Payment of deposit does not ensure acceptance, which is at the 
Director’s and the Committee’s discretion.

Photography
Photography, videoing, and mobile phones, are not permitted in 
concerts, rehearsals or timetabled activities. Photos by the Camp 
photographer are available at a reasonable cost.

Restrictions on accommodation
Dormitory accommodation is limited and is allocated in order of 
receipt of application forms. Applicants who live in Albury-Wodonga 
(2640/3690) will not be allocated dormitory accommodation unless 
places are still available one month before Camp. If you are a local 
applicant for dormitory accommodation, we will confirm by 8 June.
Dormitory accommodation cannot be provided for anybody who is 
over 18 and who has left school.
Camp concludes, and the dormitories close, after supper following the 
final concert on Saturday 8 July.

Age ranges
The minimum age for Morning Only students is eight; the minimum age 
for Live-In students is ten. There is no maximum age for Camp. We 
suggest that Short Day and Long Day students should be at least ten.

Adult students
Adult students are welcome to participate in all musical activities at 
Border Music Camp, including evening concerts and the Thursday big 
band night. Organised social activities in the afternoons and evenings 
are restricted to students aged 18 or under who are attending school.

Full terms and conditions
For full terms and conditions please visit our website at 
www.bordermusiccamp.org.au

Committee
•  Chairperson Peter Cerexhe 
•  Deupty Chairperson Margie Gleeson 
•  Secretary Susan Karaffa 
•  Treasurer Jill Aplin 
•  Publicity Officer Sue Pringle 
•  Committee Members Christine Cameron Katie Cerexhe 
 Judith Foley Jennifer McMillan 
 Stephen O’Connell Tony Pringle 
 Shane Scarfe Therese Scarfe 
 Graham Wright Leisa Whyte 
 Leo Whyte 
•  Director Alastair McKean 
•  Deputy Director Joel Dullard 
•  Student Administration Margie Gleeson 
•  Camp Photographers Stephen Jorgensen Genevieve Thurtell 
 

43 years of excellence
The first Border Music Camp was held in 1975, under the umbrella 
of the National Music Camp Association (now Australian Youth 
Orchestra Ltd.).

The Camp’s early years were precarious, and it benefited greatly 
from the formidable advocacy of the co-founder of NMCA, the late 
Ruth Alexander.

The founding Secretary, Cate Davis, was Director for eighteen 
Camps, retiring at the twentieth Camp in 1994. Under her leadership 
Border Music Camp gained a very high reputation for musical 
excellence and creativity; as much as is its continued existence, 
its characteristic musical vitality is her legacy. This tradition could 
be seen in 2005, when our composer-in-residence program won 
the nationally recognised Australian Music Centre/APRA Award for 
‘Outstanding contribution to Australian music in a regional area’.

In 2014, our 40th year, we were honoured to receive an award from 
the NSW Government, as the region’s Volunteer Organisation of the 
Year.

The superb campus of The Scots School Albury has always been the 
home of Border Music Camp.

Starting with 61 Campers, we now have around 220, and up to 60 
staff. Past Campers include numerous professional musicians, 
teachers and music administrators, and thousands of people whose 
lives have been enriched by Border Music Camp.
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Important dates
Bookings open  1 March  
Early Bird closes  1 May  
Applications close  5 June  
43rd Border Music Camp 2 – 8 July 

Get in touch!
Phone Director Alastair McKean 
  0418 990 775

 Student Admin Margie Gleeson 
  0412 711 819 (after 6pm)

E-mail studentadmin@bordermusiccamp.org.au

Post PO Box 946, ALBURY NSW 2640. 

ABN 21 115 131 947

The Application Form is only available online:  
www.bordermusiccamp.org.au

If you require a hard copy application form please  
contact student admin on 0412 711 819

Online
Visit us online at www.bordermusiccamp.org.au Supported by

This is why I play music



Border Music Camp
is a residential camp for around 220 musicians of all ages, from 
beginners to advanced students. It is held at The Scots School 
Albury. Musicians play in one of six large ensembles:

The best way to learn music
is to be immersed in it. This is what happens at Border Music 
Camp. For a week, you live and breathe music. You’ll be inspired 
by our superb conductors and tutors. You’ll enjoy the exhilaration 
of performing in public concerts. All of this in an unforgettable 
community – of musicians like you.

Mornings
are spent in rehearsals and tutorials. Rehearsals are taken by the 
conductor, and tutorials are taken by an experienced performer in 
your instrument. And all campers sing in a massed choir, under the 
direction of a specialist choral conductor.

Just started playing?
Our beginner ensembles, Cran and Pringle, are designed for 
students who have been learning for a minimum of six months.

Composer-in-residence
It’s not often you can say that you 
gave the first performance of a 
brand new piece of music. But at 
Border Music Camp we have a 
composer-in-residence, and as 
many campers as possible have 
the exciting opportunity to play new 
music written especially for them.

In the afternoons
After such an intensive morning, 
you may want to relax, so from 
2:00pm to 3:30pm is free time. We 
organise recreational activities, and 
students who have permission from 
their parents may leave the Camp.

Elective ensembles
Smaller ensembles rehearse between free time and dinner, 
and you can choose which one to join. They can include jazz, 
choir, experimental music, saxophone ensemble, improvisation, 
percussion, Celtic music … almost anything! Elective groups 
perform in the Friday night public concert.

Evening concerts
From Monday to Thursday, we have in-camp concerts after 
dinner. You can play solo, or with other students, or with staff; 
it’s a relaxed, friendly environment. Staff also perform at these 
concerts, giving you an example of terrific playing. We have 
an accompanist, so you can play music with piano. Bring your 
favourite pieces!

Auditions
don’t decide whether you come to Camp, but determine which 
of the morning groups you will enter. The auditions are very 
important, and you should carefully choose a short piece. We 
can’t provide accompaniment for the auditions, so you should 
choose a piece that’s effective without accompaniment.

All students are auditioned. Using the information provided on the 
application form, students are provisionally placed in groups, and 
placings are confirmed or changed after the auditions.

Public concerts
These exciting concerts are the culmination of the Camp. 
Encourage your friends and relations to attend! The concert on 
Friday night is optional for Morning Only students, but all students 
must attend the final concert on Saturday night.

Come and join us!
Visit www.bordermusiccamp.org.au to complete the application 
form online. Phone applications are not accepted. Camp 
acceptance emails are sent within three weeks of closing date. 
Applications open 1 March.  
Applications close 5 June.

Fees
Early bird bonus! 
Pay your fees in full by 1 May for discounts on fees!

Deposit
If you are not paying your fees in full at the time of your application, 
we require a deposit of $285 with your application. The deposit will 
be forfeited if a Camper withdraws after acceptance, unless the 
withdrawal is for medical reasons. In this case a doctor’s certificate 
should be forwarded.

Sponsorships
A limited number of sponsorships are available. Sponsorships 
are available where there is a genuine financial hardship or where 
siblings are attending the Camp together. To apply, please request a 
Financial Aid Form. A completed application form should accompany 
this request. All information will be seen only by a small sponsorship 
committee and will be treated as strictly confidential.

•  Davis Symphony Orchestra (AMEB Grade 5 standard and above)
•  Alexander Wind Ensemble (AMEB Grade 5 standard and above)
•  Hardie Wind Ensemble (AMEB Grade 2 to Grade 4)
•  Newman String Ensemble (AMEB Grade 2 to Grade 4)
•  Pringle Wind Ensemble (beginners to AMEB Grade 2)
•  Cran String Ensemble (beginners to AMEB Grade 2)

Sunday 2 July – Auditions 
commence at noon. You will be 
notified of your audition time in 
the acceptance email.

From 12:00pm – Registration 
in Cultural Centre, The Scots 
School, Perry Street, Albury. 
Tea and coffee available.

Friday concert – Friday 7 July at 7:30 p.m.
Features the elective groups.
Final Concert – Saturday 8 July at 7:30 p.m.
Features the Camp orchestras and bands, and the 
massed choir.

Live-in – Live-in students must be at least 
ten years old. Includes accommodation, all 
meals from Sunday dinner to Saturday dinner 
inclusive, tutorials and all concerts. Please see 
note overleaf about accommodation.

$820
Early Bird Discount

Or $875 full fee

Long Day – Includes Camp participation from 
8:30am until 9:00pm, midday and evening 
meals, tutorials and all concerts.

$585
Early Bird Discount

Or $615 full fee

Short Day – Includes Camp participation from 
8:30am until 5:30pm, midday meal, tutorials 
and public (i.e. Friday and Saturday) concerts.

$450
Early Bird Discount

Or $470 full fee

Morning Only – Includes Camp participation 
from 8:30am until 1:00pm, tutorials and public 
(i.e. Friday and Saturday) concerts – morning 
tea only.

$285
Early Bird Discount

Or $305 full fee


